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; The Syrian-African Rift:
INT'D XD Constantly on the Move

7 / /ey = | 7 ) 1f we could fast-forward the creation of
TONN NI7N g . 2V NI7N B vecoufesl il ingretion sl
> ot y 3 view, it would be a spectacular sight.
It began about 25 million years ago,
when the tectonic plates of Africa and
Asia began to move apart in a series of
faults and ruptures. A
The rift begins in East Africa, and from
there it climbs northward, separating
present-day Saudi Arabia from Africa,
spanning the length of Israel, passing
through Lebanon and Syria and ending
in southern Turkey.
=, It is about 6,000 kilometers long and
INDRP S ~_ T-20kilometers wide. The continents
: - till moving apart at the rate of
it 1cm ayear.
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